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New chapter opens up for Rollits

Our intention is that the change will be
seamless and that our clients will notice
little change. We will continue to deliver
the high quality legal advice and service
that our clients have come to expect 
and appreciate. 

We place a great emphasis on building
relations with clients. We are not
interested in short-term gain. A huge part
of this is trust – our clients need to trust us
and we need to trust our clients. Our
partners and senior lawyers have a depth
of experience in many sectors. We want to
know about our clients’ businesses and
the sectors in which they operate because
we know this is the only way to give best
advice. The firm’s partners were recently
praised in the latest edition of UK Legal
Experts as having some of “the leading
lights in the UK legal profession”.

Similarly the conversion to LLP will not
affect the range of services we provide. 
We deliver a range of legal services
which include Banking and Finance,
Contracts and Commercial, Dispute
Resolution, Property, Corporate,
Corporate Finance, Corporate Recovery
and Insolvency, Employment and
Pensions, Family and Matrimonial,
Mediation, IT and Information, Planning
Construction and Development, Private
Capital and Regulatory. 

We are also committed to continuing to
develop our sector specialisms which
include Agriculture and Horticulture,
Banking and Finance, Charities and
Social Enterprise, Construction
Engineering, Education, Family and
Owner Managed Businesses, Food
Manufacturing, House Builder and

Development, Local Government,
Manufacturing (Non-Food), Retail, Social
Housing and Transport and Logistics.

We have never believed in being “all
things to all men”. We have always
successfully focused our efforts on
developing specialist lawyers to provide
our clients with sound specialist legal
advice based upon sector experience.
That focus will remain unchanged.

The change to LLP status will not affect
the close working relationships we seek
to have with all our clients and will, most
certainly, not affect our core values of
integrity and trust, the encouragement
of innovation, teamwork and the
continuing personal development of all
our lawyers.

Rollits opening chapter began with our
founder John Rollit having the confidence
to set up his own law practice in 1841.
One hundred and sixty nine years later
Rollits LLP will become the proud bearer
of John Rollit’s legacy and looks forward
to the future with the same confidence
that inspired our founder. 

Richard Field, Managing Partner
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Yorkshire Bank and Rollits offer some Fresh Thinking for business

The first Fresh Thinking event, which took
place in January, included a lunch with Alec
“The Gaffer” Stewart, the most capped
England cricketer of all time who delivered
a fascinating question and answer session
on leadership in sport.

The programme aims to blend practical
application, theory and experience
allowing participants to take best
practice back to their business, along
with the opportunity to step away from
the day-to-day pressure of working “in”

their business and spend some time
focussing “on” their business, in the
company of like-minded local business
men and women.

Partner George Coyle said: “Over the
course of 2010 and 2011, we will be
hosting expert speakers from UK business,
leading academics from both the
universities of Leeds and Hull and special
guest speakers who will offer a unique
perspective on leadership and business.

Future topics to be covered in the
programme include leadership
development; strategy; digital media
and marketing; brand and business
development and finance and legals.

The first event in January focussed on
Shaping Change and the critical issues
that can affect the outcome of change
initiatives. It was led by Prof John Hayes,
Director of the Centre for Organisation
Behaviour Research & Analysis at Leeds
University Business School who helped
attendees reflect on their own direct
experience of organisational change and
identify issues that have either facilitated
or blocked change.”

Rollits helped land a tasty deal
when it advised Pasta King’s
management team on their
£13m buy-in of the company
which provides healthy pasta
meals to businesses and the
education sector. 

The group’s new Managing Director
Howard Farquhar and chairman Mike Cole,
become shareholders in the acquisition
vehicle set up by majority stakeholder
NBGI Private Equity. They also headed up
the management team that NBGIPE
backed in 2003 when it invested in
sandwich maker Brambles Foods.

Pasta King provides meal solutions
comprising mostly pasta with fresh sauces.
The meals are served hot from “pasta
bars” that are loaned out free-of-charge to
the customer base. As a healthy and tasty
food offering, Pasta King has become very
popular in secondary schools nationwide.
It satisfies new Governmental standards on
salt, fat, fibre and vegetable content.

Nasim Sharf, corporate partner, who led
the team at Rollits, said: “Rollits was
pleased to work again with Howard
Farquhar and Mike Cole who have a
great track record and bring proven
quality to Pasta King. Rollits’ expertise
and experience of private equity deals
were put to good use in ensuring this
deal was completed sensibly and within
the tight timescale”.

Howard Farquhar said: “Pasta King has a
very strong position in secondary schools.
We want to build on that with improved
merchandising, marketing and product
development not only for further growth
in the education sector but also to
increase significantly our presence in
other markets”.

Last year Pasta King was nominated as an
official meals supplier to NHS hospitals in
England and parts of Wales.

May 2010 heralds a new chapter in Rollits history when we will
change from a traditional law partnership to a Limited Liability
Partnership. In doing so we can’t honestly claim to be trendsetters
as many of the major City legal and accountancy partnerships have
converted to LLP status over the last few years. We are, however,
pleased to join the ranks of professional partnerships now trading
as Limited Liability Partnerships as we believe this will provide the
firm with the right corporate structure for its future development
and make us more nimble in embracing new commercial
opportunities that arise for the firm and adapting to the changes
in the legal landscape arising out of the Clementi Review and the
Legal Services Act 2007.

In conjunction with Hull College, the Rollits
Prize is awarded to outstanding students
who have overcome particular challenges
in order to complete their studies. 

Luma, who has cerebral palsy, has excelled
in her studies over the past seven years at
the College, undertaking a number of
computing-related qualifications
culminating in her obtaining a BSc Degree
in Computing with First Class Honours. 

Tom Morrison, Partner at Rollits who
presented the prize to Luma at the Awards

Ceremony said: “Our congratulations go
to Luma on her success. We are proud to
have been given the opportunity to award
the prize and look forward to doing so
again next year when the next cohort of
students complete their studies”.

Caron Wright, Hull College’s Director of
Learning, added: “Luma’s achievements
over the past seven years, and in
particular in relation to her First Class
Honours Degree, bear testament to her
commitment to her studies and a desire
to become involved in the IT industry”.

Rollits has advised on a
successful GreenPalm
certificate trading programme
designed to tackle the
environmental and social
problems created by the
production of palm oil.

Exclusively endorsed by the Roundtable
on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO), the
GreenPalm programme is based on the
principle that the best way to encourage
people to work in a sustainable and
responsible way is to reward them for
doing so.

Rollits’ Commercial Partner Keith Benton
said: “We advised Book&Claim Limited
in setting up the GreenPalm programme,

which has proved to be a great success
and is operating worldwide. Producers of
palm oil are able to sell certificates
representing palm oil production on the
GreenPalm web-based trading platform.
The proceeds of sale of the certificates
are used to increase the production of
palm oil in an environmentally friendly
and sustainable manner.”

GreenPalm Trading programme advised by Rollits

Yorkshire Bank and Rollits are running an exclusive series of business seminars, workshops and round table
discussions in Hull throughout 2010 and 2011 for locally owned and managed businesses.

Rollits in Run for All

The Rollits team have been training in
preparation for the event, pounding the
pavements and clocking up the miles on
treadmills in their spare time.

The Corporate Challenge event, which is
sponsored by Yorkshire Bank, will hopefully
raise lots of cash for good causes.

Pat Coyle of Rollits said: “Many of us here
at Rollits have taken part in charity events
before and also try to keep fit and this
combines the two which is great.

The Run for All allows participants to
choose which charities they want to
donate their sponsorship to and we have
decided to support the Love You 2

Appeal for Dove House Hospice which is
an appeal to raise £2.5 million towards
the re-development of the hospice site
on Chamberlain Road in Hull as the
hospice desperately needs to extend its
facilities to meet current demands. 

The corporate run also has other benefits
such as team building and networking
opportunities, race-day hospitality and 
pre-event networking events, which we
are all looking forward to.”

The run takes place on Sunday, May 23rd
in the Hull city centre. If you would like to
sponsor the Rollits team, please contact
01482 337318. Or visit our Just Giving
page at www.justgiving.com/rollits10k.

Twelve Rollits employees will be dusting off their running shoes
to take part in the Jane Tomlinson 10k Corporate Challenge at
the end of May.

£13m buy-in
at Pasta King

Luma wins Rollits prize for
Business & Enterprise
Luma Anayi has become the winner of the inaugural Rollits Prize
for Business & Enterprise at Hull College.

Luma Anayi (Rollits prize winner, centre front) and (left to right) Tom Morrison (Rollits), Sana Matti
(Luma’s mother), Sabah Anayi (Luma’s father) and Caron Wright (Hull College)
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Over the last six months questionnaires
have been sent out to a range of corporate
and private clients with 37 per cent of
clients giving Rollits a 100 per cent rating.
The overall satisfaction rating for the survey
to date is 86%, putting the firm well into the
‘excellent’ category.

Participants of the surveys are asked to
rate Rollits services on different aspects
including the overall service the client
received from Rollits, how promptly
queries were dealt with, if the service
received from reception and business

support was helpful and polite and if the
participants were kept informed with
progress throughout their matter.

John Lane, Client Relations Partner at
Rollits said: “We are extremely pleased
with the results of these surveys and they
demonstrate that our clients are clearly very
happy with the services we provide.

We will continue to send out the surveys
to clients to ensure that we always
provide the best possible service that
we can.”

What was your first job?
Waiter/night manager at Eve’s café
Scarborough.

If not in your present job, what would
you like to be?
The owner of a restaurant in an idyllic
location.

What would be your ideal day out of 
the office?
A day’s golf followed by dinner with 
my family.

Name of person you would like to have
dinner with and why?
Nelson Mandela because he is probably
the person with the most to tell.

What was your best subject at school?
History.

What are your hobbies?
Sport (participating and watching), dining
out and reading.

What’s your top money saving tip?
Live within your means.

What would you do if you won the
national lottery?
Retire!

Which political, legal, economic or
sporting event would you most like to see
happen in your lifetime and why?
One has already happened which is Hull
City in the Premiership. In the future it
would be a successful London Olympics
and being there when Great Britain wins
athletic gold medals.

What is your favourite time of day?
Early evening on a nice summer’s day.

What is the best thing about being in
business in Yorkshire?
The people.

What would you like your epitaph to read?
“He was a decent man.”

On-the-Spot with Steve Trynka, Senior Partner

Clients have continued to score Rollits highly in a series of surveys
which show the firm consistently delivers “excellent” service for
client satisfaction. The firm issues questionnaires to clients to
investigate client satisfaction rates where they are asked to rate
Rollits’ services from one to five on a variety of factors. 

Rollits scores tops for client satisfaction

Rollits advise on Ainsley’s acquisition

The move by the two companies saved
120 jobs at Ainsley’s which went into
administration in November last year as 
it struggled with increased competition.

Each company, which is a separate
business, bought ten stores in Leeds and
wider West Yorkshire from administrators
Grant Thornton in deals funded entirely
in cash.

Nasim Sharf, corporate partner, who led
the legal team at Rollits said: “This was an
innovative deal as Cooplands (Doncaster)
and Coopland & Son (Scarborough) are
entirely independent of one another. The
shared name is a quirk of history. Pooling
Rollits’ expertise allowed the deals to
complete smoothly and efficiently”.

Julian Wild, Food Group Director at Rollits
added: “We have a strong relationship
with both Cooplands companies and this
was an excellent opportunity to work
together to secure most of the Ainsley's
retail bakery business”. 

Paul Coopland, Chief Executive of
Coopland & Son (Scarborough) said:

“We worked with Rollits on acquiring
the Skeltons business in Hull in 2007
and this acquisition complements our
existing operations very well”.

Chris Peck, Executive Chairman of
Cooplands (Doncaster) said: “We are
delighted with the deal as the heritage
and family culture of Ainsley’s fits
comfortably with our own business
which has been in retail baking for
almost 80 years.

Even more importantly it has provided an
immediate foothold in West Yorkshire
and broadened the distribution network
of the company considerably. 

Re-branding of the stores should be
complete within a month, taking group
sales to £20m generated through 86
stores in Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and
Nottinghamshire employing 863 people
and sourcing £5.5m of UK produced
ingredients each year.”

Other Rollits solicitors who also worked
on the deal include Chris Crystal and 
Ed Jenneson.

Rollits advised on the recent acquisition of troubled Leeds bakery
chain Ainsley’s by clients Coopland & Son of Scarborough and
Cooplands of Doncaster.

Rollits continues to play its part
with young people in the
community and has close ties
with Young Enterprise, the UK’s
leading business and enterprise
education charity.

Staff at Rollits have been engaging with
local schools as volunteers in Young
Enterprise’s learning by doing
programmes, which bring volunteers
from business into the classroom to work
with teachers and students.

Pat Coyle, Jennifer Sewell and Kate
Atherton have all delivered ‘Enterprise in
Action’ programmes at local secondary
schools while Wilf Fowler, Rollits’ Director
of Administration, has delivered the
Young Enterprise Primary Programme at
Molescroft Primary School – where he
helped children with a range of hands-on
activities to enable children to better
understand the relevance of their
education to the workplace.

Wilf said: “Young Enterprise aims to
build a better-motivated, educated and
enterprising workforce and, at the same
time, make a real difference to the lives
and future potential of young people
who live and attend schools in our area.”

Rollits’ Partner, Julian Wild,
presented the Champion award
to Stephanie Moon at the fifth
annual deliciouslyorkshire
awards dinner at Rudding Park.

This is the fourth time that Rollits have
sponsored an award at this glittering
event, which showcases the best of
Yorkshire and Humber food and drink.
Stephanie Moon is chef consultant at
Rudding Park and chef tutor at Leeds
City College (Thomas Danby campus).

Stephanie had cleverly designed the
menu for the dinner along with Rudding
Park’s head chef Stephen Ashburn,
using local produce from the award-
nominated businesses.

On the night there were 20 award winners
announced by BBC Radio 2 resident
foodie Nigel Barden, BBC Look North’s
Christa Ackroyd and Regional Food Group
chief executive Jonathan Knight.

“These fantastic awards get bigger and
better every year and prove what a

show-stopper Yorkshire food and drink is
– innovative, exceptional in quality and,
of course, delicious,” said Nigel Barden.

Rollits support regional Food Awards

Supporting 
Young Enterprise

Rollits remains committed to
the ongoing personal
development of colleagues 
so we are delighted to
announce that two members 
of the business support team
have achieved National
Vocational Qualifications.

Linda Cook and Rebecca Ekinci were
recently awarded their NVQ certificates
for their hard work. 

Rebecca passed her NVQ Business &
Administration Level 2 Apprenticeship
with JHP Training in York and has also
recently passed NVQ Customer Services
Level 2.

Meanwhile, Linda passed her NVQ Level 4
Management certificate with YH Training in
Scarborough in February 2010.

NVQ success for Linda
and Rebecca

Meanwhile, in Hull, John Rollit, the son of
a local cabinet-maker became an Articled
Clerk in the offices of local solicitor William
Dryden at 2 Bowlalley Lane. 

Later, having married Eliza Kaye the
daughter of the “Builder of
Huddersfield”, the architect Joseph
Kaye, John set up the law firm at 62
Whitefriargate in 1850 since when Rollits
has been a stalwart of the East Yorkshire
and North Yorkshire legal scene.

Into the twentieth century and Rollits
prospered under the direction of John’s
two sons Albert and Arthur. Thomas
Farrell joined the firm in 1875, after a
spell as a journalist for the Hull Morning
News, but it was his son, Hugh who put
the family name on the name plate. Later
he was joined by Dick Bladon who
became a Partner on New Year’s Day
1934 when the firm became Rollit Farrell
& Bladon.

Since then the firm has continued to
grow as a private and commercial firm
with Partners changing over the years to

reflect the changing needs of commerce
and new legal strictures that were placed
on business under each new
Government administration.

After the Second World War and into the
1960s the firm increased in size as it
became essential to share the growing
workload. In the 1970s the firm merged
with Mainprize & Rignall growing further
in stature and in the 1980s acquired
Neville Hobson & Co.

It was at this point, that the traditional
mode of partnership management which
involved all Partners in every decision was
abandoned in favour of a “more modern”
management committee.

Today the firm has adopted a management
structure for the future with a management
board supported by three teams: business
support, knowledge and skills and client
relations. With large offices in York as well
as its birth city of Hull, Rollits continues to
look to the future and the move from
partnership to Limited Liability Partnership
is the latest manifestation of that spirit. 

A brief history of Rollits
As Rollits moves to become a
Limited Liability Partnership it
has announced the promotion
of three new partners – Caroline
Hardcastle, Donna Ingleby and
Tom Morrison.

Donna Ingleby, who joined the firm two
years ago, becomes a partner in the firm’s
Employment Group as a specialist in
contentious and non-contentious
employment issues, including tribunal
preparation and advocacy. She will continue
to work alongside Neil Maidment in the
Group which has one of the largest
specialist employment teams in the region.

Tom Morrison, who has been with the firm
since joining as a Trainee Solicitor in 1999,
becomes a partner in Rollits' Commercial
Group. Tom specialises in advising on
contractual matters, intellectual property,
data protection, freedom of information,
information technology and e-commerce.

Meanwhile, Caroline Hardcastle, who
trained with Kennedys Solicitors in
London, becomes a partner within
Rollits’ Dispute Resolution department
dealing with a range of commercial
disputes. Caroline, who has worked at
Rollits for eleven years, specialises in
construction and engineering disputes
where she has acted on behalf of
employers, developers and contractors
in adjudications and Court proceedings.

Managing Partner Richard Field said:
“We encourage continual professional
development throughout Rollits so it is
very pleasing to see three talented
individuals progressing through the firm
and taking their position as partners.
Their commitment to the firm and their
depth of knowledge of client sectors
and the services they provide is a great
asset to Rollits and our clients.”

New partners at Rollits

Left to right: Tom Morrison, Donna Ingleby
and Caroline Hardcastle

Bowlalley Lane about 1883 from a drawing by F S Smith

In 1841 Hong Kong became a British colony, John Clark Ross became
the first European to enter the Arctic ice pack and Thomas Cook
opened his first travel agency.
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Over the last six months questionnaires
have been sent out to a range of corporate
and private clients with 37 per cent of
clients giving Rollits a 100 per cent rating.
The overall satisfaction rating for the survey
to date is 86%, putting the firm well into the
‘excellent’ category.

Participants of the surveys are asked to
rate Rollits services on different aspects
including the overall service the client
received from Rollits, how promptly
queries were dealt with, if the service
received from reception and business

support was helpful and polite and if the
participants were kept informed with
progress throughout their matter.

John Lane, Client Relations Partner at
Rollits said: “We are extremely pleased
with the results of these surveys and they
demonstrate that our clients are clearly very
happy with the services we provide.

We will continue to send out the surveys
to clients to ensure that we always
provide the best possible service that
we can.”

What was your first job?
Waiter/night manager at Eve’s café
Scarborough.

If not in your present job, what would
you like to be?
The owner of a restaurant in an idyllic
location.

What would be your ideal day out of 
the office?
A day’s golf followed by dinner with 
my family.

Name of person you would like to have
dinner with and why?
Nelson Mandela because he is probably
the person with the most to tell.

What was your best subject at school?
History.

What are your hobbies?
Sport (participating and watching), dining
out and reading.

What’s your top money saving tip?
Live within your means.

What would you do if you won the
national lottery?
Retire!

Which political, legal, economic or
sporting event would you most like to see
happen in your lifetime and why?
One has already happened which is Hull
City in the Premiership. In the future it
would be a successful London Olympics
and being there when Great Britain wins
athletic gold medals.

What is your favourite time of day?
Early evening on a nice summer’s day.

What is the best thing about being in
business in Yorkshire?
The people.

What would you like your epitaph to read?
“He was a decent man.”

On-the-Spot with Steve Trynka, Senior Partner

Clients have continued to score Rollits highly in a series of surveys
which show the firm consistently delivers “excellent” service for
client satisfaction. The firm issues questionnaires to clients to
investigate client satisfaction rates where they are asked to rate
Rollits’ services from one to five on a variety of factors. 

Rollits scores tops for client satisfaction

Rollits advise on Ainsley’s acquisition

The move by the two companies saved
120 jobs at Ainsley’s which went into
administration in November last year as 
it struggled with increased competition.

Each company, which is a separate
business, bought ten stores in Leeds and
wider West Yorkshire from administrators
Grant Thornton in deals funded entirely
in cash.

Nasim Sharf, corporate partner, who led
the legal team at Rollits said: “This was an
innovative deal as Cooplands (Doncaster)
and Coopland & Son (Scarborough) are
entirely independent of one another. The
shared name is a quirk of history. Pooling
Rollits’ expertise allowed the deals to
complete smoothly and efficiently”.

Julian Wild, Food Group Director at Rollits
added: “We have a strong relationship
with both Cooplands companies and this
was an excellent opportunity to work
together to secure most of the Ainsley's
retail bakery business”. 

Paul Coopland, Chief Executive of
Coopland & Son (Scarborough) said:

“We worked with Rollits on acquiring
the Skeltons business in Hull in 2007
and this acquisition complements our
existing operations very well”.

Chris Peck, Executive Chairman of
Cooplands (Doncaster) said: “We are
delighted with the deal as the heritage
and family culture of Ainsley’s fits
comfortably with our own business
which has been in retail baking for
almost 80 years.

Even more importantly it has provided an
immediate foothold in West Yorkshire
and broadened the distribution network
of the company considerably. 

Re-branding of the stores should be
complete within a month, taking group
sales to £20m generated through 86
stores in Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and
Nottinghamshire employing 863 people
and sourcing £5.5m of UK produced
ingredients each year.”

Other Rollits solicitors who also worked
on the deal include Chris Crystal and 
Ed Jenneson.

Rollits advised on the recent acquisition of troubled Leeds bakery
chain Ainsley’s by clients Coopland & Son of Scarborough and
Cooplands of Doncaster.

Rollits continues to play its part
with young people in the
community and has close ties
with Young Enterprise, the UK’s
leading business and enterprise
education charity.

Staff at Rollits have been engaging with
local schools as volunteers in Young
Enterprise’s learning by doing
programmes, which bring volunteers
from business into the classroom to work
with teachers and students.

Pat Coyle, Jennifer Sewell and Kate
Atherton have all delivered ‘Enterprise in
Action’ programmes at local secondary
schools while Wilf Fowler, Rollits’ Director
of Administration, has delivered the
Young Enterprise Primary Programme at
Molescroft Primary School – where he
helped children with a range of hands-on
activities to enable children to better
understand the relevance of their
education to the workplace.

Wilf said: “Young Enterprise aims to
build a better-motivated, educated and
enterprising workforce and, at the same
time, make a real difference to the lives
and future potential of young people
who live and attend schools in our area.”

Rollits’ Partner, Julian Wild,
presented the Champion award
to Stephanie Moon at the fifth
annual deliciouslyorkshire
awards dinner at Rudding Park.

This is the fourth time that Rollits have
sponsored an award at this glittering
event, which showcases the best of
Yorkshire and Humber food and drink.
Stephanie Moon is chef consultant at
Rudding Park and chef tutor at Leeds
City College (Thomas Danby campus).

Stephanie had cleverly designed the
menu for the dinner along with Rudding
Park’s head chef Stephen Ashburn,
using local produce from the award-
nominated businesses.

On the night there were 20 award winners
announced by BBC Radio 2 resident
foodie Nigel Barden, BBC Look North’s
Christa Ackroyd and Regional Food Group
chief executive Jonathan Knight.

“These fantastic awards get bigger and
better every year and prove what a

show-stopper Yorkshire food and drink is
– innovative, exceptional in quality and,
of course, delicious,” said Nigel Barden.

Rollits support regional Food Awards

Supporting 
Young Enterprise

Rollits remains committed to
the ongoing personal
development of colleagues 
so we are delighted to
announce that two members 
of the business support team
have achieved National
Vocational Qualifications.

Linda Cook and Rebecca Ekinci were
recently awarded their NVQ certificates
for their hard work. 

Rebecca passed her NVQ Business &
Administration Level 2 Apprenticeship
with JHP Training in York and has also
recently passed NVQ Customer Services
Level 2.

Meanwhile, Linda passed her NVQ Level 4
Management certificate with YH Training in
Scarborough in February 2010.

NVQ success for Linda
and Rebecca

Meanwhile, in Hull, John Rollit, the son of
a local cabinet-maker became an Articled
Clerk in the offices of local solicitor William
Dryden at 2 Bowlalley Lane. 

Later, having married Eliza Kaye the
daughter of the “Builder of
Huddersfield”, the architect Joseph
Kaye, John set up the law firm at 62
Whitefriargate in 1850 since when Rollits
has been a stalwart of the East Yorkshire
and North Yorkshire legal scene.

Into the twentieth century and Rollits
prospered under the direction of John’s
two sons Albert and Arthur. Thomas
Farrell joined the firm in 1875, after a
spell as a journalist for the Hull Morning
News, but it was his son, Hugh who put
the family name on the name plate. Later
he was joined by Dick Bladon who
became a Partner on New Year’s Day
1934 when the firm became Rollit Farrell
& Bladon.

Since then the firm has continued to
grow as a private and commercial firm
with Partners changing over the years to

reflect the changing needs of commerce
and new legal strictures that were placed
on business under each new
Government administration.

After the Second World War and into the
1960s the firm increased in size as it
became essential to share the growing
workload. In the 1970s the firm merged
with Mainprize & Rignall growing further
in stature and in the 1980s acquired
Neville Hobson & Co.

It was at this point, that the traditional
mode of partnership management which
involved all Partners in every decision was
abandoned in favour of a “more modern”
management committee.

Today the firm has adopted a management
structure for the future with a management
board supported by three teams: business
support, knowledge and skills and client
relations. With large offices in York as well
as its birth city of Hull, Rollits continues to
look to the future and the move from
partnership to Limited Liability Partnership
is the latest manifestation of that spirit. 

A brief history of Rollits
As Rollits moves to become a
Limited Liability Partnership it
has announced the promotion
of three new partners – Caroline
Hardcastle, Donna Ingleby and
Tom Morrison.

Donna Ingleby, who joined the firm two
years ago, becomes a partner in the firm’s
Employment Group as a specialist in
contentious and non-contentious
employment issues, including tribunal
preparation and advocacy. She will continue
to work alongside Neil Maidment in the
Group which has one of the largest
specialist employment teams in the region.

Tom Morrison, who has been with the firm
since joining as a Trainee Solicitor in 1999,
becomes a partner in Rollits' Commercial
Group. Tom specialises in advising on
contractual matters, intellectual property,
data protection, freedom of information,
information technology and e-commerce.

Meanwhile, Caroline Hardcastle, who
trained with Kennedys Solicitors in
London, becomes a partner within
Rollits’ Dispute Resolution department
dealing with a range of commercial
disputes. Caroline, who has worked at
Rollits for eleven years, specialises in
construction and engineering disputes
where she has acted on behalf of
employers, developers and contractors
in adjudications and Court proceedings.

Managing Partner Richard Field said:
“We encourage continual professional
development throughout Rollits so it is
very pleasing to see three talented
individuals progressing through the firm
and taking their position as partners.
Their commitment to the firm and their
depth of knowledge of client sectors
and the services they provide is a great
asset to Rollits and our clients.”

New partners at Rollits

Left to right: Tom Morrison, Donna Ingleby
and Caroline Hardcastle

Bowlalley Lane about 1883 from a drawing by F S Smith

In 1841 Hong Kong became a British colony, John Clark Ross became
the first European to enter the Arctic ice pack and Thomas Cook
opened his first travel agency.
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Over the last six months questionnaires
have been sent out to a range of corporate
and private clients with 37 per cent of
clients giving Rollits a 100 per cent rating.
The overall satisfaction rating for the survey
to date is 86%, putting the firm well into the
‘excellent’ category.

Participants of the surveys are asked to
rate Rollits services on different aspects
including the overall service the client
received from Rollits, how promptly
queries were dealt with, if the service
received from reception and business

support was helpful and polite and if the
participants were kept informed with
progress throughout their matter.

John Lane, Client Relations Partner at
Rollits said: “We are extremely pleased
with the results of these surveys and they
demonstrate that our clients are clearly very
happy with the services we provide.

We will continue to send out the surveys
to clients to ensure that we always
provide the best possible service that
we can.”

What was your first job?
Waiter/night manager at Eve’s café
Scarborough.

If not in your present job, what would
you like to be?
The owner of a restaurant in an idyllic
location.

What would be your ideal day out of 
the office?
A day’s golf followed by dinner with 
my family.

Name of person you would like to have
dinner with and why?
Nelson Mandela because he is probably
the person with the most to tell.

What was your best subject at school?
History.

What are your hobbies?
Sport (participating and watching), dining
out and reading.

What’s your top money saving tip?
Live within your means.

What would you do if you won the
national lottery?
Retire!

Which political, legal, economic or
sporting event would you most like to see
happen in your lifetime and why?
One has already happened which is Hull
City in the Premiership. In the future it
would be a successful London Olympics
and being there when Great Britain wins
athletic gold medals.

What is your favourite time of day?
Early evening on a nice summer’s day.

What is the best thing about being in
business in Yorkshire?
The people.

What would you like your epitaph to read?
“He was a decent man.”

On-the-Spot with Steve Trynka, Senior Partner

Clients have continued to score Rollits highly in a series of surveys
which show the firm consistently delivers “excellent” service for
client satisfaction. The firm issues questionnaires to clients to
investigate client satisfaction rates where they are asked to rate
Rollits’ services from one to five on a variety of factors. 

Rollits scores tops for client satisfaction

Rollits advise on Ainsley’s acquisition

The move by the two companies saved
120 jobs at Ainsley’s which went into
administration in November last year as 
it struggled with increased competition.

Each company, which is a separate
business, bought ten stores in Leeds and
wider West Yorkshire from administrators
Grant Thornton in deals funded entirely
in cash.

Nasim Sharf, corporate partner, who led
the legal team at Rollits said: “This was an
innovative deal as Cooplands (Doncaster)
and Coopland & Son (Scarborough) are
entirely independent of one another. The
shared name is a quirk of history. Pooling
Rollits’ expertise allowed the deals to
complete smoothly and efficiently”.

Julian Wild, Food Group Director at Rollits
added: “We have a strong relationship
with both Cooplands companies and this
was an excellent opportunity to work
together to secure most of the Ainsley's
retail bakery business”. 

Paul Coopland, Chief Executive of
Coopland & Son (Scarborough) said:

“We worked with Rollits on acquiring
the Skeltons business in Hull in 2007
and this acquisition complements our
existing operations very well”.

Chris Peck, Executive Chairman of
Cooplands (Doncaster) said: “We are
delighted with the deal as the heritage
and family culture of Ainsley’s fits
comfortably with our own business
which has been in retail baking for
almost 80 years.

Even more importantly it has provided an
immediate foothold in West Yorkshire
and broadened the distribution network
of the company considerably. 

Re-branding of the stores should be
complete within a month, taking group
sales to £20m generated through 86
stores in Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and
Nottinghamshire employing 863 people
and sourcing £5.5m of UK produced
ingredients each year.”

Other Rollits solicitors who also worked
on the deal include Chris Crystal and 
Ed Jenneson.

Rollits advised on the recent acquisition of troubled Leeds bakery
chain Ainsley’s by clients Coopland & Son of Scarborough and
Cooplands of Doncaster.

Rollits continues to play its part
with young people in the
community and has close ties
with Young Enterprise, the UK’s
leading business and enterprise
education charity.

Staff at Rollits have been engaging with
local schools as volunteers in Young
Enterprise’s learning by doing
programmes, which bring volunteers
from business into the classroom to work
with teachers and students.

Pat Coyle, Jennifer Sewell and Kate
Atherton have all delivered ‘Enterprise in
Action’ programmes at local secondary
schools while Wilf Fowler, Rollits’ Director
of Administration, has delivered the
Young Enterprise Primary Programme at
Molescroft Primary School – where he
helped children with a range of hands-on
activities to enable children to better
understand the relevance of their
education to the workplace.

Wilf said: “Young Enterprise aims to
build a better-motivated, educated and
enterprising workforce and, at the same
time, make a real difference to the lives
and future potential of young people
who live and attend schools in our area.”

Rollits’ Partner, Julian Wild,
presented the Champion award
to Stephanie Moon at the fifth
annual deliciouslyorkshire
awards dinner at Rudding Park.

This is the fourth time that Rollits have
sponsored an award at this glittering
event, which showcases the best of
Yorkshire and Humber food and drink.
Stephanie Moon is chef consultant at
Rudding Park and chef tutor at Leeds
City College (Thomas Danby campus).

Stephanie had cleverly designed the
menu for the dinner along with Rudding
Park’s head chef Stephen Ashburn,
using local produce from the award-
nominated businesses.

On the night there were 20 award winners
announced by BBC Radio 2 resident
foodie Nigel Barden, BBC Look North’s
Christa Ackroyd and Regional Food Group
chief executive Jonathan Knight.

“These fantastic awards get bigger and
better every year and prove what a

show-stopper Yorkshire food and drink is
– innovative, exceptional in quality and,
of course, delicious,” said Nigel Barden.

Rollits support regional Food Awards

Supporting 
Young Enterprise

Rollits remains committed to
the ongoing personal
development of colleagues 
so we are delighted to
announce that two members 
of the business support team
have achieved National
Vocational Qualifications.

Linda Cook and Rebecca Ekinci were
recently awarded their NVQ certificates
for their hard work. 

Rebecca passed her NVQ Business &
Administration Level 2 Apprenticeship
with JHP Training in York and has also
recently passed NVQ Customer Services
Level 2.

Meanwhile, Linda passed her NVQ Level 4
Management certificate with YH Training in
Scarborough in February 2010.

NVQ success for Linda
and Rebecca

Meanwhile, in Hull, John Rollit, the son of
a local cabinet-maker became an Articled
Clerk in the offices of local solicitor William
Dryden at 2 Bowlalley Lane. 

Later, having married Eliza Kaye the
daughter of the “Builder of
Huddersfield”, the architect Joseph
Kaye, John set up the law firm at 62
Whitefriargate in 1850 since when Rollits
has been a stalwart of the East Yorkshire
and North Yorkshire legal scene.

Into the twentieth century and Rollits
prospered under the direction of John’s
two sons Albert and Arthur. Thomas
Farrell joined the firm in 1875, after a
spell as a journalist for the Hull Morning
News, but it was his son, Hugh who put
the family name on the name plate. Later
he was joined by Dick Bladon who
became a Partner on New Year’s Day
1934 when the firm became Rollit Farrell
& Bladon.

Since then the firm has continued to
grow as a private and commercial firm
with Partners changing over the years to

reflect the changing needs of commerce
and new legal strictures that were placed
on business under each new
Government administration.

After the Second World War and into the
1960s the firm increased in size as it
became essential to share the growing
workload. In the 1970s the firm merged
with Mainprize & Rignall growing further
in stature and in the 1980s acquired
Neville Hobson & Co.

It was at this point, that the traditional
mode of partnership management which
involved all Partners in every decision was
abandoned in favour of a “more modern”
management committee.

Today the firm has adopted a management
structure for the future with a management
board supported by three teams: business
support, knowledge and skills and client
relations. With large offices in York as well
as its birth city of Hull, Rollits continues to
look to the future and the move from
partnership to Limited Liability Partnership
is the latest manifestation of that spirit. 

A brief history of Rollits
As Rollits moves to become a
Limited Liability Partnership it
has announced the promotion
of three new partners – Caroline
Hardcastle, Donna Ingleby and
Tom Morrison.

Donna Ingleby, who joined the firm two
years ago, becomes a partner in the firm’s
Employment Group as a specialist in
contentious and non-contentious
employment issues, including tribunal
preparation and advocacy. She will continue
to work alongside Neil Maidment in the
Group which has one of the largest
specialist employment teams in the region.

Tom Morrison, who has been with the firm
since joining as a Trainee Solicitor in 1999,
becomes a partner in Rollits' Commercial
Group. Tom specialises in advising on
contractual matters, intellectual property,
data protection, freedom of information,
information technology and e-commerce.

Meanwhile, Caroline Hardcastle, who
trained with Kennedys Solicitors in
London, becomes a partner within
Rollits’ Dispute Resolution department
dealing with a range of commercial
disputes. Caroline, who has worked at
Rollits for eleven years, specialises in
construction and engineering disputes
where she has acted on behalf of
employers, developers and contractors
in adjudications and Court proceedings.

Managing Partner Richard Field said:
“We encourage continual professional
development throughout Rollits so it is
very pleasing to see three talented
individuals progressing through the firm
and taking their position as partners.
Their commitment to the firm and their
depth of knowledge of client sectors
and the services they provide is a great
asset to Rollits and our clients.”

New partners at Rollits

Left to right: Tom Morrison, Donna Ingleby
and Caroline Hardcastle

Bowlalley Lane about 1883 from a drawing by F S Smith

In 1841 Hong Kong became a British colony, John Clark Ross became
the first European to enter the Arctic ice pack and Thomas Cook
opened his first travel agency.
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New chapter opens up for Rollits

Our intention is that the change will be
seamless and that our clients will notice
little change. We will continue to deliver
the high quality legal advice and service
that our clients have come to expect 
and appreciate. 

We place a great emphasis on building
relations with clients. We are not
interested in short-term gain. A huge part
of this is trust – our clients need to trust us
and we need to trust our clients. Our
partners and senior lawyers have a depth
of experience in many sectors. We want to
know about our clients’ businesses and
the sectors in which they operate because
we know this is the only way to give best
advice. The firm’s partners were recently
praised in the latest edition of UK Legal
Experts as having some of “the leading
lights in the UK legal profession”.

Similarly the conversion to LLP will not
affect the range of services we provide. 
We deliver a range of legal services
which include Banking and Finance,
Contracts and Commercial, Dispute
Resolution, Property, Corporate,
Corporate Finance, Corporate Recovery
and Insolvency, Employment and
Pensions, Family and Matrimonial,
Mediation, IT and Information, Planning
Construction and Development, Private
Capital and Regulatory. 

We are also committed to continuing to
develop our sector specialisms which
include Agriculture and Horticulture,
Banking and Finance, Charities and
Social Enterprise, Construction
Engineering, Education, Family and
Owner Managed Businesses, Food
Manufacturing, House Builder and

Development, Local Government,
Manufacturing (Non-Food), Retail, Social
Housing and Transport and Logistics.

We have never believed in being “all
things to all men”. We have always
successfully focused our efforts on
developing specialist lawyers to provide
our clients with sound specialist legal
advice based upon sector experience.
That focus will remain unchanged.

The change to LLP status will not affect
the close working relationships we seek
to have with all our clients and will, most
certainly, not affect our core values of
integrity and trust, the encouragement
of innovation, teamwork and the
continuing personal development of all
our lawyers.

Rollits opening chapter began with our
founder John Rollit having the confidence
to set up his own law practice in 1841.
One hundred and sixty nine years later
Rollits LLP will become the proud bearer
of John Rollit’s legacy and looks forward
to the future with the same confidence
that inspired our founder. 

Richard Field, Managing Partner
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Contact details

For more information about Rollits
and our services contact us

Hull Office
Wilberforce Court, High Street, 
Hull HU1 1YJ 
Tel 01482 323239
Fax 01482 326239
Email info@rollits.com

York Office
Rowntree Wharf, Navigation Road,
York YO1 9WE 
Tel 01904 625790
Fax 01904 62580
Email info@rollits.com

www.rollits.com

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation
Authority under number 54472

Rollits is a trading name of Rollits LLP.
Rollits LLP is a limited liability
partnership, registered in England and
Wales, registered number OC 348965,
registered office Wilberforce Court,
High Street, Hull HU1 1YJ. 

A list of members’ names is available
for inspection at our offices. We use
the term ‘partner’ to denote members
of Rollits LLP.
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Yorkshire Bank and Rollits offer some Fresh Thinking for business

The first Fresh Thinking event, which took
place in January, included a lunch with Alec
“The Gaffer” Stewart, the most capped
England cricketer of all time who delivered
a fascinating question and answer session
on leadership in sport.

The programme aims to blend practical
application, theory and experience
allowing participants to take best
practice back to their business, along
with the opportunity to step away from
the day-to-day pressure of working “in”

their business and spend some time
focussing “on” their business, in the
company of like-minded local business
men and women.

Partner George Coyle said: “Over the
course of 2010 and 2011, we will be
hosting expert speakers from UK business,
leading academics from both the
universities of Leeds and Hull and special
guest speakers who will offer a unique
perspective on leadership and business.

Future topics to be covered in the
programme include leadership
development; strategy; digital media
and marketing; brand and business
development and finance and legals.

The first event in January focussed on
Shaping Change and the critical issues
that can affect the outcome of change
initiatives. It was led by Prof John Hayes,
Director of the Centre for Organisation
Behaviour Research & Analysis at Leeds
University Business School who helped
attendees reflect on their own direct
experience of organisational change and
identify issues that have either facilitated
or blocked change.”

Rollits helped land a tasty deal
when it advised Pasta King’s
management team on their
£13m buy-in of the company
which provides healthy pasta
meals to businesses and the
education sector. 

The group’s new Managing Director
Howard Farquhar and chairman Mike Cole,
become shareholders in the acquisition
vehicle set up by majority stakeholder
NBGI Private Equity. They also headed up
the management team that NBGIPE
backed in 2003 when it invested in
sandwich maker Brambles Foods.

Pasta King provides meal solutions
comprising mostly pasta with fresh sauces.
The meals are served hot from “pasta
bars” that are loaned out free-of-charge to
the customer base. As a healthy and tasty
food offering, Pasta King has become very
popular in secondary schools nationwide.
It satisfies new Governmental standards on
salt, fat, fibre and vegetable content.

Nasim Sharf, corporate partner, who led
the team at Rollits, said: “Rollits was
pleased to work again with Howard
Farquhar and Mike Cole who have a
great track record and bring proven
quality to Pasta King. Rollits’ expertise
and experience of private equity deals
were put to good use in ensuring this
deal was completed sensibly and within
the tight timescale”.

Howard Farquhar said: “Pasta King has a
very strong position in secondary schools.
We want to build on that with improved
merchandising, marketing and product
development not only for further growth
in the education sector but also to
increase significantly our presence in
other markets”.

Last year Pasta King was nominated as an
official meals supplier to NHS hospitals in
England and parts of Wales.

May 2010 heralds a new chapter in Rollits history when we will
change from a traditional law partnership to a Limited Liability
Partnership. In doing so we can’t honestly claim to be trendsetters
as many of the major City legal and accountancy partnerships have
converted to LLP status over the last few years. We are, however,
pleased to join the ranks of professional partnerships now trading
as Limited Liability Partnerships as we believe this will provide the
firm with the right corporate structure for its future development
and make us more nimble in embracing new commercial
opportunities that arise for the firm and adapting to the changes
in the legal landscape arising out of the Clementi Review and the
Legal Services Act 2007.

In conjunction with Hull College, the Rollits
Prize is awarded to outstanding students
who have overcome particular challenges
in order to complete their studies. 

Luma, who has cerebral palsy, has excelled
in her studies over the past seven years at
the College, undertaking a number of
computing-related qualifications
culminating in her obtaining a BSc Degree
in Computing with First Class Honours. 

Tom Morrison, Partner at Rollits who
presented the prize to Luma at the Awards

Ceremony said: “Our congratulations go
to Luma on her success. We are proud to
have been given the opportunity to award
the prize and look forward to doing so
again next year when the next cohort of
students complete their studies”.

Caron Wright, Hull College’s Director of
Learning, added: “Luma’s achievements
over the past seven years, and in
particular in relation to her First Class
Honours Degree, bear testament to her
commitment to her studies and a desire
to become involved in the IT industry”.

Rollits has advised on a
successful GreenPalm
certificate trading programme
designed to tackle the
environmental and social
problems created by the
production of palm oil.

Exclusively endorsed by the Roundtable
on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO), the
GreenPalm programme is based on the
principle that the best way to encourage
people to work in a sustainable and
responsible way is to reward them for
doing so.

Rollits’ Commercial Partner Keith Benton
said: “We advised Book&Claim Limited
in setting up the GreenPalm programme,

which has proved to be a great success
and is operating worldwide. Producers of
palm oil are able to sell certificates
representing palm oil production on the
GreenPalm web-based trading platform.
The proceeds of sale of the certificates
are used to increase the production of
palm oil in an environmentally friendly
and sustainable manner.”

GreenPalm Trading programme advised by Rollits

Yorkshire Bank and Rollits are running an exclusive series of business seminars, workshops and round table
discussions in Hull throughout 2010 and 2011 for locally owned and managed businesses.

Rollits in Run for All

The Rollits team have been training in
preparation for the event, pounding the
pavements and clocking up the miles on
treadmills in their spare time.

The Corporate Challenge event, which is
sponsored by Yorkshire Bank, will hopefully
raise lots of cash for good causes.

Pat Coyle of Rollits said: “Many of us here
at Rollits have taken part in charity events
before and also try to keep fit and this
combines the two which is great.

The Run for All allows participants to
choose which charities they want to
donate their sponsorship to and we have
decided to support the Love You 2

Appeal for Dove House Hospice which is
an appeal to raise £2.5 million towards
the re-development of the hospice site
on Chamberlain Road in Hull as the
hospice desperately needs to extend its
facilities to meet current demands. 

The corporate run also has other benefits
such as team building and networking
opportunities, race-day hospitality and 
pre-event networking events, which we
are all looking forward to.”

The run takes place on Sunday, May 23rd
in the Hull city centre. If you would like to
sponsor the Rollits team, please contact
01482 337318. Or visit our Just Giving
page at www.justgiving.com/rollits10k.

Twelve Rollits employees will be dusting off their running shoes
to take part in the Jane Tomlinson 10k Corporate Challenge at
the end of May.

£13m buy-in
at Pasta King

Luma wins Rollits prize for
Business & Enterprise
Luma Anayi has become the winner of the inaugural Rollits Prize
for Business & Enterprise at Hull College.

Luma Anayi (Rollits prize winner, centre front) and (left to right) Tom Morrison (Rollits), Sana Matti
(Luma’s mother), Sabah Anayi (Luma’s father) and Caron Wright (Hull College)
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New chapter opens up for Rollits

Our intention is that the change will be
seamless and that our clients will notice
little change. We will continue to deliver
the high quality legal advice and service
that our clients have come to expect 
and appreciate. 

We place a great emphasis on building
relations with clients. We are not
interested in short-term gain. A huge part
of this is trust – our clients need to trust us
and we need to trust our clients. Our
partners and senior lawyers have a depth
of experience in many sectors. We want to
know about our clients’ businesses and
the sectors in which they operate because
we know this is the only way to give best
advice. The firm’s partners were recently
praised in the latest edition of UK Legal
Experts as having some of “the leading
lights in the UK legal profession”.

Similarly the conversion to LLP will not
affect the range of services we provide. 
We deliver a range of legal services
which include Banking and Finance,
Contracts and Commercial, Dispute
Resolution, Property, Corporate,
Corporate Finance, Corporate Recovery
and Insolvency, Employment and
Pensions, Family and Matrimonial,
Mediation, IT and Information, Planning
Construction and Development, Private
Capital and Regulatory. 

We are also committed to continuing to
develop our sector specialisms which
include Agriculture and Horticulture,
Banking and Finance, Charities and
Social Enterprise, Construction
Engineering, Education, Family and
Owner Managed Businesses, Food
Manufacturing, House Builder and

Development, Local Government,
Manufacturing (Non-Food), Retail, Social
Housing and Transport and Logistics.

We have never believed in being “all
things to all men”. We have always
successfully focused our efforts on
developing specialist lawyers to provide
our clients with sound specialist legal
advice based upon sector experience.
That focus will remain unchanged.

The change to LLP status will not affect
the close working relationships we seek
to have with all our clients and will, most
certainly, not affect our core values of
integrity and trust, the encouragement
of innovation, teamwork and the
continuing personal development of all
our lawyers.

Rollits opening chapter began with our
founder John Rollit having the confidence
to set up his own law practice in 1841.
One hundred and sixty nine years later
Rollits LLP will become the proud bearer
of John Rollit’s legacy and looks forward
to the future with the same confidence
that inspired our founder. 

Richard Field, Managing Partner

In this issue

• A brief history of Rollits

• New partners at Rollits

• On-the-Spot with Steve Trynka

• Top marks for client satisfaction

• Ainsley’s acquisition

• £13m buy-in at Pasta King

• Rollits prize for Business 
& Enterprise

• Rollits in Run for All

• Fresh Thinking for business

• Supporting Young Enterprise

• Rollits support regional 
Food Awards

• GreenPalm Trading Programme
advised by Rollits

• NVQ success for Linda and
Rebecca

Contact details

For more information about Rollits
and our services contact us

Hull Office
Wilberforce Court, High Street, 
Hull HU1 1YJ 
Tel 01482 323239
Fax 01482 326239
Email info@rollits.com

York Office
Rowntree Wharf, Navigation Road,
York YO1 9WE 
Tel 01904 625790
Fax 01904 62580
Email info@rollits.com

www.rollits.com

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation
Authority under number 54472

Rollits is a trading name of Rollits LLP.
Rollits LLP is a limited liability
partnership, registered in England and
Wales, registered number OC 348965,
registered office Wilberforce Court,
High Street, Hull HU1 1YJ. 

A list of members’ names is available
for inspection at our offices. We use
the term ‘partner’ to denote members
of Rollits LLP.

1 May 2010

Yorkshire Bank and Rollits offer some Fresh Thinking for business

The first Fresh Thinking event, which took
place in January, included a lunch with Alec
“The Gaffer” Stewart, the most capped
England cricketer of all time who delivered
a fascinating question and answer session
on leadership in sport.

The programme aims to blend practical
application, theory and experience
allowing participants to take best
practice back to their business, along
with the opportunity to step away from
the day-to-day pressure of working “in”

their business and spend some time
focussing “on” their business, in the
company of like-minded local business
men and women.

Partner George Coyle said: “Over the
course of 2010 and 2011, we will be
hosting expert speakers from UK business,
leading academics from both the
universities of Leeds and Hull and special
guest speakers who will offer a unique
perspective on leadership and business.

Future topics to be covered in the
programme include leadership
development; strategy; digital media
and marketing; brand and business
development and finance and legals.

The first event in January focussed on
Shaping Change and the critical issues
that can affect the outcome of change
initiatives. It was led by Prof John Hayes,
Director of the Centre for Organisation
Behaviour Research & Analysis at Leeds
University Business School who helped
attendees reflect on their own direct
experience of organisational change and
identify issues that have either facilitated
or blocked change.”

Rollits helped land a tasty deal
when it advised Pasta King’s
management team on their
£13m buy-in of the company
which provides healthy pasta
meals to businesses and the
education sector. 

The group’s new Managing Director
Howard Farquhar and chairman Mike Cole,
become shareholders in the acquisition
vehicle set up by majority stakeholder
NBGI Private Equity. They also headed up
the management team that NBGIPE
backed in 2003 when it invested in
sandwich maker Brambles Foods.

Pasta King provides meal solutions
comprising mostly pasta with fresh sauces.
The meals are served hot from “pasta
bars” that are loaned out free-of-charge to
the customer base. As a healthy and tasty
food offering, Pasta King has become very
popular in secondary schools nationwide.
It satisfies new Governmental standards on
salt, fat, fibre and vegetable content.

Nasim Sharf, corporate partner, who led
the team at Rollits, said: “Rollits was
pleased to work again with Howard
Farquhar and Mike Cole who have a
great track record and bring proven
quality to Pasta King. Rollits’ expertise
and experience of private equity deals
were put to good use in ensuring this
deal was completed sensibly and within
the tight timescale”.

Howard Farquhar said: “Pasta King has a
very strong position in secondary schools.
We want to build on that with improved
merchandising, marketing and product
development not only for further growth
in the education sector but also to
increase significantly our presence in
other markets”.

Last year Pasta King was nominated as an
official meals supplier to NHS hospitals in
England and parts of Wales.

May 2010 heralds a new chapter in Rollits history when we will
change from a traditional law partnership to a Limited Liability
Partnership. In doing so we can’t honestly claim to be trendsetters
as many of the major City legal and accountancy partnerships have
converted to LLP status over the last few years. We are, however,
pleased to join the ranks of professional partnerships now trading
as Limited Liability Partnerships as we believe this will provide the
firm with the right corporate structure for its future development
and make us more nimble in embracing new commercial
opportunities that arise for the firm and adapting to the changes
in the legal landscape arising out of the Clementi Review and the
Legal Services Act 2007.

In conjunction with Hull College, the Rollits
Prize is awarded to outstanding students
who have overcome particular challenges
in order to complete their studies. 

Luma, who has cerebral palsy, has excelled
in her studies over the past seven years at
the College, undertaking a number of
computing-related qualifications
culminating in her obtaining a BSc Degree
in Computing with First Class Honours. 

Tom Morrison, Partner at Rollits who
presented the prize to Luma at the Awards

Ceremony said: “Our congratulations go
to Luma on her success. We are proud to
have been given the opportunity to award
the prize and look forward to doing so
again next year when the next cohort of
students complete their studies”.

Caron Wright, Hull College’s Director of
Learning, added: “Luma’s achievements
over the past seven years, and in
particular in relation to her First Class
Honours Degree, bear testament to her
commitment to her studies and a desire
to become involved in the IT industry”.

Rollits has advised on a
successful GreenPalm
certificate trading programme
designed to tackle the
environmental and social
problems created by the
production of palm oil.

Exclusively endorsed by the Roundtable
on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO), the
GreenPalm programme is based on the
principle that the best way to encourage
people to work in a sustainable and
responsible way is to reward them for
doing so.

Rollits’ Commercial Partner Keith Benton
said: “We advised Book&Claim Limited
in setting up the GreenPalm programme,

which has proved to be a great success
and is operating worldwide. Producers of
palm oil are able to sell certificates
representing palm oil production on the
GreenPalm web-based trading platform.
The proceeds of sale of the certificates
are used to increase the production of
palm oil in an environmentally friendly
and sustainable manner.”

GreenPalm Trading programme advised by Rollits

Yorkshire Bank and Rollits are running an exclusive series of business seminars, workshops and round table
discussions in Hull throughout 2010 and 2011 for locally owned and managed businesses.

Rollits in Run for All

The Rollits team have been training in
preparation for the event, pounding the
pavements and clocking up the miles on
treadmills in their spare time.

The Corporate Challenge event, which is
sponsored by Yorkshire Bank, will hopefully
raise lots of cash for good causes.

Pat Coyle of Rollits said: “Many of us here
at Rollits have taken part in charity events
before and also try to keep fit and this
combines the two which is great.

The Run for All allows participants to
choose which charities they want to
donate their sponsorship to and we have
decided to support the Love You 2

Appeal for Dove House Hospice which is
an appeal to raise £2.5 million towards
the re-development of the hospice site
on Chamberlain Road in Hull as the
hospice desperately needs to extend its
facilities to meet current demands. 

The corporate run also has other benefits
such as team building and networking
opportunities, race-day hospitality and 
pre-event networking events, which we
are all looking forward to.”

The run takes place on Sunday, May 23rd
in the Hull city centre. If you would like to
sponsor the Rollits team, please contact
01482 337318. Or visit our Just Giving
page at www.justgiving.com/rollits10k.

Twelve Rollits employees will be dusting off their running shoes
to take part in the Jane Tomlinson 10k Corporate Challenge at
the end of May.

£13m buy-in
at Pasta King

Luma wins Rollits prize for
Business & Enterprise
Luma Anayi has become the winner of the inaugural Rollits Prize
for Business & Enterprise at Hull College.

Luma Anayi (Rollits prize winner, centre front) and (left to right) Tom Morrison (Rollits), Sana Matti
(Luma’s mother), Sabah Anayi (Luma’s father) and Caron Wright (Hull College)


